@ Colmeille: 521-597
, 1500 Anniversary Year

This year 2021 is the 1500 anniversary of the birth of St Columba. Colunmba had an enormous
influence in the 6 century in both treland and Scotland and there are many references today
to his legacy.

These activities in this resource are presented in 4 suites:
HOMEPLACE
ECO-CHALLENGE
RESOLUTION
STORIES

The resouwrce has tneluded with Permissiow some materials from both CCEA and the Nerve Centre.

https://cecea.oro.uk/colmetlle/tntroduction/tndex php

© CCEA 2021: Reproduced with permission of the Northern Ireland Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment
and the Nerve Centre

Awn interdenominational Churches Trust Columban message can be viewed from this Link:

https://Yyoutuw.be/FfurRACXbRU
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Saint Columba

Themes from his Life and legacy

These activities are based on a series of themes relating to the Life and contribution of
Columba, who was also knowwn as Colmetlle or ColumbRille in Scotland. Due to the
disruptive lockoown circumstances prevailing, the activities are designed to be used
either in the classroom or from howme with parental support.

We hope that some of You will take the opportunity to initiate a collaboration with other
participating schools to engage on a distance / remote learning approach to the
activities.

We appreciate that wot every school intending to participate will have a distinct
Columba association with their schools or areas, so we have broadened the scope of the
activities to facilitate meaningful participation from every school.
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Columba was born in Gartan in Co. Donegal in S21AD and this year
2021 is the 1500 anniversary of his birth.

His father was Feilimt, a chieftain and Columba was raised as a
prince. Before he took the name Columba, which is Latin for ‘Pove’, he
was called Crimthann, which means “fox’ tn trish.

His birth is said to have been foretold by both St Patrick and St
Brigid and his mother Eithne, had a dream, just before he was borw,
where she Learned that he was destined to do great work for God.

Columba’s first teacher was a monk called Criomhthann, who taught
him many things, including a deep love of God and a special love
and appreciation for all the creatures anad plants of nature.

when Columba decided that he wanted to become a monk himself,
like his friend and teacher Criomhthann, he had to spend many
years living among the ‘holy men’ in monasteries across (reland,
learning everything that they had to teach him, until finally he
returned to Derry where his cousin Aed, a chieftain offered him the
land to build his first monastery.

As a monk, Columba travelled widely throughout treland and thew
left to found a monastery on lona, an island in the ner Hebrides
off the coast of Scotland, which he used as a base to bring the message
of the Gospels to the peoples of Scotland.

wWe hope that yow will enjoy doing these activities. They are
prompted by the events from Columba’s life and can be completed
on Your own or with a group of friends either from your own class
or from a partwner class.

f you prefer, you can also complete them with Your parents at home
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ACTIVITY 1: EITHNE'S PREAM

Eithne had gone to bed tired. she
knew that her baby would be born
soon and as she fell asleep, she hoped
that all would be fine and that the
baby would arrive safely.

She was wakened by the light of a
very bright star shing through the
window. As she gazed at the light,
she saw a silver haired young man
with a golden cloak stand bestde her
bed.

He said wothing, but took a
beautifully embroidered cloth from
beneath his cloak and spread it on
the bed.

Eithne could see all the Land of
treland and Scotlanad spreading out
across the cloth and ogasped in
amazement at the beauty of it.

tn the morning when she woke, she
remembered her dream and smiled
realizing that her son would be a
great Leader. You can read the story
from this link:

https://colmetlle.net/colmetlle-
1500/colmetlle-stories/three-colmetlle-
stories/

can Yyow create a stained-glass
window using the blank shape to
show Eithne’s dream? (5ou can
draw your own window if

prefer)
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ACTIVITY 2: BEFORE YOU WERE BORN

waiting fora baby tobe | NOT LONG TO WAIT NOW....
born is a special time. tt

Ls exciting and there are
Lots of things to do and c -2

get ready.

D

Ask at howme about the
days just before you

were born as everyone
was waiting for you to
arrive.

what preparations were
made? was a wnawme
chosen? was awgthiwg

|
H

else exciting happening
as the day arvived?

what things were said

or seem? Who was so
excited that they could

havd ly watt? pLd

awgthiwg unusual
happen just before the

time came for you to
arrive?

)

Use the page pawnel to

O 0 0000 0O

create a three-day diarg
for the two days before

you arrived and then
the day of your birth to

describe the excitement
everyone felt when you
arrived.

o O
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ACTIVITY 2: NAMES

where Columba built his first monastery, became known as Dotre Colmetlle. (This
means Colmeille’s oak grove.) Toda5 some people call the cit5 Dervy. Others who Live
here too call the city Londonderry; to acknowledge an association with the city of
Londown from earlier tinmes.

what are the most interesting pieces of information about Your homeplace; the place
where you Live? Can you explain why this place is special for you?

(f someone who had never visited your homeplace before, decided to visit you for the day,
which two places should they see before they leave?

Use the blanks below to create a short bi-fold Lleaflet describing the places. nclude any

interesting facts. Make sure that You explain why the places are bmportant for you anol
what they cawn reveal to a visitor about why your homeplace is special for you

MY HOMEPLACE IS......ccooeveanenn.
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ACTIVITY 4: TWO STARS; ONE WISH

During his  Lifetime,
Columba visited wmany
places across both
treland and Scotland.
Perhaps, he even visited
your howme-place.

tmagine that Columba
has been able to spend the
morning walking
through your area by
himself. &t has been
almost 1500 years stnee
he was last here and there
have been many
changes.

Flickr.com

n the aftermoon he will
Pay a Visit to your class
and report on what he
has seen.

He has seen two things
that have really
bmpressed him and there
Ls one suggestion for an
Lmprovement that he is
going to make.

can you use the blank
shapes to explain what
you think his thoughts
onw what he has seew
might be?

Priterest.co.uk
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ACTIVITY 5: OUR PLACE

The place where Columba founded his first monastery became known as Doire
colmeille. The word Doire has aw trish origin and refers to an oak wood.

Many places take their names from the trish words for woods and types of trees. A
common. word for wood in lrish is colll and this appears in wmany wnames
beginning with either Kil... or Killy...

You can use this link to find an explanation for the name of your townland.

http://www . placenamesnt.oro/search php

You can also read about how Columba was involved in the founding of Derry from
this link

https://ccea.org.uk/colmetlle/docs/epubs/eng L'le/\/the_fouwdqu_of_dewg pof

can you research the name of Your area, what it means, how you think it may
have been founded and by whom?

Create a page using a comic book style to explain the story behind how your
howeplace came to be ano who was tnvolved in founding it.

Let me tell you about my HOMEPLACE...
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columba was born n
the year 521AD in
gartan and bullt his
monastery at Doire
colmcetille tn S546AD.
That s a very long
time ago; 1475 years to
be exact.

This is a homeplace
memory. It Ls one of the
earliest events that we
can remember from owr
howmeplace.

n  early Christian
treland, many of these
anclient memories were
carved onto  stowne
crosses  (like  early
picture books). n this
way, the memories and
stories of past events
could be vead bg
everyone and  were
passed dowwn through
the generations.

Find the oldest memory
from your howmeplace
and share the story i
plctures on the blank
stone cross. (you may
need to draw a bigger
cross for Your story... )

Colmeille: 521-597
1500 Anniversary Year

ACTIVITY &: EARLY MEMORIES

4 D
N\
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ACTIVITY 7 CHRISTIANS

Where Columba first built his monastery among the oak trees, there now stands three different
Christian churches associated with him.

Just outside the city walls stands the ancient church of St Columba, affectionately known as the
Long Tower. lnside the walls, commanding a view of the river, its tower a landwmark sits the
majestic St Columb’s Cathedral, while the Little Chureh on the Walls, St Augustine’s nestles
behind the city walls, reputed to have beew built over the foundations of St Columba’s original
chureh Pubh Regles.

You can see some information about these churches from this link:

https://ccea.org.uk/colmeille/introduction/index.php

Many places have a number of ¥
different Christian places of  CHRAISTIAN CHOICE.... Bl
worship. ¥

W groups, think carefully
about your howmeplace. How
many different  places of
Christian worship are there?

Create a trail that a towrist
could use if they wanted to
visit each of them. Draw a map
and mark their position ana
include a Little history for each
of them, describing them i the
warmest, most lnviting

language You can use.

n Columba’s time, if a pagan
wanted to join a Christian
commuwita, their chotce was
Limited to only one. Nowadays,
there are several choices of
communities if they decide
they want to become a
Christian.

For each of the different
Christian  communities  in
your howmeplace, create a brief
welcome page that you could
give to a pagan to allow thew to
make an informed cholce about
which community they might
Join. Yow'll have to make each
statement  appealing  and
explaining any differences or
similarities  between  these
communities.

O 0 0O 00000 0O
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ACTIVITY & HELP NEEDED

Columba was a missionary. He Left his homeplace to spend a large
part of his life living and working among the peoples of Alba
(sScotland). He brought them the message that qod Loved them ana
caved for them. They could see this love God had for thewm through
the things that Columba did and said theve.

A wmissionary is someone who spreads the message of God's love
through the things that they do and say. You can be a missionary
in your own family, neighbourhood or classroom too.

Missionaries are simply people and can be any shape, size, age,
colour, gender, nationality or ability Level.

There is a great weed for wmissionaries everywhere, in every
howeplace. Can You help?

Columba has recelved two
apprenticeship training
grants from the Dept of
education and ls
looking for a boy and a
girl to join a new scheme
he wants to create called
Local Misstonaries.

The Columban M'Lssiowarg Apprenticeship Adventure starts here

The scheme will
encourage people to be a

missiowurg n thetr own 4—/
howe, class or homeplace.

can yow help him  to
design a  poster that
would encourage YOU or
YOUR FRIENDS to
apply to join the scheme?

what information could
be used to persuade you?

DEAR COLUMPBA...

tf you yourself decided to

Join; you will wneed to
write an application letter
describing how you are
suitable for the job and
include  details of
experience  you wmight
have had in the Last week
of showing cod'’s Love to
others around Yyou at
home or in school.

000000000000

can  you write  an
application Letter?
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ACTIVITY 9: | APPRECIATE THAT

Prayer was very important for Columba. His relationship with
God supported him when things were difficult. tt helped to
redivect hime when he did things wrong and it allowed him to
show his appreciation for the wonderful beauty of everything
that he saw around him, both in his howmeplace and also among
the peoples of Alba (Scotland).

tt is mportant for us all sometimes, to stop, wonder at and
appreciate the amazing beauty of everything that surrounds
us daily in our personal Lives and howmeplaces.

How could you show appreciation for the
daily wonder you feel in  your
howeplace?

n groups think cavefully about the JUST WANTED TO SAY
beauty that you see everywhere around

9 THANK.S

Think about the people in your Lives who
make you feel joyful.

Think about the talents and skills that
you have that make you feel worthwhile
ano valued.

Ow a large sheet, create an appreciation
collage of all the things and people that ~
you are glad are in. your Life and add a ’
sentence to explain what they are and

why you have included thew.

Use your iPad, create a photo clip to show
what you appreciate. Add text to
explain each photo and add some music
to create a joyful atmosphere.

Christians call, trying to appreciate
and wnderstano what oo has dowe for
us, PRAYER. Today, just like in
Columba’s time, there are many people
living here who are not Christians. n a
later activity you'll see how Columba
defended the pagans at Drum Cett.

can You create a prayer or expression of
appreaz',atiow that everyone, tneluding
those who are wot Christians could
sign?  Think carefully about the

language you should use and thew, who }
you should address it to?
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Saint Columba

Themes from his Life and Legacy

There are many stories told about Columba, describing his love of animals and the care he
took of the environment. He spoke many times of his beloved oak trees.

Whewn he was granted the land to build his monastery, it was on a small hill overlooking
the sweep of the River Foyle. it was and still to this day is, a very beautiful site.

(t was customary for churches to be built on an Bast-west line, however Columba dectded
to build his chureh on a North-South Lline to avoid having to chop down any of the oak trees
that were there.

Ownce whew fire threatened the trees, Columba fell to his knees and prayed and the trees were
saved.

These activities will explore the association with Columba and the animals and plants that
were familiar to hime. The activities are designed to encourage the children to explore both
their physical and historical environment and then shave their research where appropriate.

© CCEA 2021: Reproduced with permission of the Northern Ireland Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment
and the Nerve Centre
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ACTIVITY 1: ROOT AND BRANCH

Columba was shaped by his love of God and his heritage. He was the descendant of
kings and a poet with a great love for NATURE. Like his beloved oak trees, he was
shaped by his roots, grew strongly, then made his world a better place. You can make
your world a better place too.

( | tntend to make my world a better place whew (.......... ‘

Think carefully about
who Yow are. what are the
bmportant things about
you that others should
appreciate?

what makes you pleasea
to be yorur

Make a list of nouns §
adjectives that paint the
portrait of who You are.

=

wWhere are Yyour
roots?
Explain the
Lmportant
things that have
made You
special...

ECO-CHALLENGE DM
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ACTIVITY 2: TREE MEMORIES
Trees were very Lmportant for Columba, particularly oak trees. The tree dises in the
pieture are from a local oak tree that fell recently in a storm. There are 350 rings
ow each disc. This means that the tree has been growing, watching, listening and
remembering for that time. That is many humaw Lifetimes.

what interesting events might the tree remember from your family story?

Use the boxes to explore the tree’s memory of Your family events

what Linteresting events does the tree
remember from my Lifetime?

My parent’s Lifetime:

My grandparent’s Lifetime:

My great grandparent’s Lifetime:

even further back:

ECO-CHALLENGE N
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ACTIVITY 3: CHAMPIONS

Trees were Limportant to our ancestors, both Christian and pagan. Columba’s site took the trish word for
oak for its nawme. There are many places where trees are special. Perhaps where you live has a special
association with a particular tree? Some of these trees today are called CHAMPIONS and can be found
all avound the country. Details of some of them can be see here:

https://www.remarkabletrees.org/category/champlons/

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/act/your-school/green-tree-schools-award/tree-
champion/

tf You were able to Champions come in different shapes and sizes.

choose a  special
CHAMPION tree
from your
howmeplace, what
type of tree would
Yyou choose?

would it be very old
or very tall?
Perhaps you might
choose ome with a
special association
for your howmeplace.

Explore  carefully
anol select a
champion that you
think  represents
what is best about
your homeplace.

- . . . .
Use this space or another sheet to create a profile of Your special tree to convinee others why it
shouldl be a champion. (don't forget to include a photo or drawing of your tree.)

000000000000
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ACTIVITY 4: TREE STORIES

During his Llifetime,
columba always
found peace during
the times he spent
among his beloved oak
trees.

The birdsong and the
gentle breath of the
wind  through  the
branches  reminded
him of qod’s Llove for
all his creatures.

Survounded by the
peace of the woods
Columba  imagined
that he could
unoerstano more
clearly  what  God
wanted him to do.

Use the space below to
create the thoughts of
columba as he
wanders qui,etLg by
himself through the
trees.

As Colmba walked slowly through the trees, he felt calm, the breeze hushed and a face
9

o

ntly floated into focus. He heard a soft voice in his head whisper, “Listen...
(Continue what You think he heard) ...

00000000
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ACTIVITY &: ALL GOD'S CREATURES

columba had a great love for all God’s creatures. His white horse was said to have cried when
Columba died. A heron flew all the way from (reland to visit him when he was on lona and he
cared for many sick and injured creatures. You can read the story from this link:

https://colmceille.net/colmetlle-1500/colmetlle-stories/three-colmetlle-stories/

what advice might he give us on how we can respect all the creatures that we share the planet with?

(n groups complete the seroll below with five main pieces of advice that you think he might offer.

7

.

Y
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ACTIVITY &: AMAZING PETS

one of the more unusual creatures that Columba was friendly with was a fly. it is said that the fly
used to keep him company as he was reading and if Columba was called away from his book, the
fly would buzz onto the page and remain on the last word that Columba had read until he returned.
tn that way he kept his place in the text.

o you could have any creature tn the world as a pet, which woulad you choose? Use the panels below

to describe it; why you think you would enjoy having it as a pet and how you would Look after its

needs. Use the other panel to write the Letter to Your mum / dad to persuade them that it would be a
good idea to have such a pet. What benefit would it bring to your family?

U Mum/ dad, yow'll probabLg think this s
MYy Amazing Pet... a silly idea...... BUT....

S O OO 9 O 9 9 9 9 9 9 O
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Saint Columba

Themes from his Life and legacy

These activities are based on a series of themes relating to the Life and contribution of
Columba, who was also known as Colmeille. Pue to the disruptive lockdown cireumstances
prevailing, the activities ave designed to be used either in the classroom or from home with
parental support.

we hope that some of you will take the opportunity to initiate a collaboration with
participating schools to engage on a distance / remote learning approach to the activities.
We appreciate that not every school intending to participate will have a distinct Columba
association with their schools or areas, so we have broadened the scope of the activities to
facilitate meaningful participation from every school.

© CCEA 2021: Reproduced with permission of the Northern Ireland Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment
and the Nerve Centre
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victory at the ®Battle of cul
Dreimhne  signalled  a  wajor
turning point tn Columba’s story.
Disillusioned by his own actions in
the dispute with Flinnian over the
copied Psalter and on the advice of
Molaise, Columba decided to seek
repentance as a  wissionary.
Accompanied by 12 wonks he
sailed into exile from Derry and
arvived at the wner Hebrides tsland
of tona on Pentecost sSunday
563AD.

He hao vowed wever to return to
treland and he severed his ties with
his beloved oak grove. However, there
are many stories of visitors making
the sea crossing to lona to meet him
and seek his advice, including a
charming story of a heron battling
the elements to arrive exhausted on
lona to greet him.

During  this  time  Columba
established his wission to convert
the pagawn tribes in Scotland anad he
became a trusted advisor to the
Scottish kRings. He died on tona on
9™ June S9FAD.

only once did he return to treland
during his exile. Because he was a
poet, the pagan bards had pleaded
with him to help them wnegotiate a
settlement with the king who was
determined to banish them.

The influence of the bards had
grown and the Ring wanted to
cwrtatl this.

A great convention was proposed at
Drum Cett to discuss the matter and
settle the issues.

columba was persuaded to attend
and plead the bard’s case. tt is said
that he wore a hood during his stay;
he hao Scottish soil in his shoes and
his monks brought all their food
with them from lona to ensure that
he kept his exile promises.

Q/@j/ RESOLUTION D
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ACTIVITY 1: 'M LEAVING

Like Columba, many people have to leave their homeplace at some time during their lives. Sometimes,
the reasons can be exciting; if you decide to go to university. Sometimes, the reasons can be
frightening, if your homeplace has become too dangerous for You to remain there.

magine that You have to Leave Your howmeplace tomorrow. n groups, decide if this is for an exciting or
a frightening reason and explain why. You are only allowed to take FIVE items with you. Three of these
will be essentials and two will be personal. Pack these items in Your bag below and explain why you
have chosen them.

Now, by yourself, decide which ONE of them, you personally, would not leave without and explain why
Youw are so attached to this item.

Clipartbest.com

whieh ONE

of these five

ttems would f

Yyou choose
before  the
others to take
with you?

Expla i and
tllustrate

your chotce. j
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ACTIVITY 2: SMILE MEMORIES

Ow lona, every day brought many memories for Columba of the time he spent in his beloved oak

grove.

Bach day creates many pleasant memories for us too, however as time passes, these memories fade
and when we are older, we can struggle to remember the details. We may wneed to be reminded of

what rcaLLg happened.

Twenty-five years from now, your homeplace will be quite different and you may struggle to
remember the details of the things you did and the friends you had who made you smile today.

Write a ‘SMILES’
letter to yourself
in 2046, twenty-
five years from
nwow to remind
you of what made
you smile today.

what  will you
tneluoe from
toda y that has
made you joyful

and smile?

Yowll wneed to
tnclude a Lot of
detatls and
perhaps even an
tllustration.  as
Yyou mug not
remenmber the
details very
clearly LN 2046.

Seal Your Letter
n an  envelope
addvressed to
yourself and
write the date it Ls
to be opened.

You should give it
to your wmum /
dad to keep it safe
for yow in the
meantime.

Aras Cholmcille

bea
Po L
<

Jou remenmber today? it was a good day... ©
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ACTIVITY 3: WELCOME

Whewn Columba arvived on lona, it was a new homeplace for him. Arriving to any new place can
be frightening, no matter who you are or what age You are. You may not have any friends. You
may not know the games and the lLanguage may be strange.

Mawny people come to share our homeplace because they have heard that it is a lovely place and the
people heve ave very friendly; others are forced to come because their own homeplace is too
dangerous for them to remain.

v small groups,
create  a friewdl,g
weLCOME PACK
for a new arrival to
etther your class or
your homeplace.

Make a list of what
you think wight be
useful to tnclude tn
the pack.

Create s simple Leaflet
for your howmeplace,
containing all the
useful  information
that you think they
might need

O 00O OO0 OO0 O 0 OC

o 0

WELCOME PACK FOR............ © ©
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ACTIVITY 4: DO YOU UNDERSTAND?

when Columba arvived in lona, he may not have been able to understand the language that the
local people spoke. Latin was a language that people in different parts of the world thew coulad
understand so he would have been able to manage. However, he would eventually have to Learn the

local lLanguage.

tf the new arrival to either
Yyour class  or your
howeplace did not
understand english,
which phrases would be
essential for them to learn
immediutaLg?

. groups, make a list of
the 10 essential phrases
they would  wneed to
wnderstano meediatetg.
How wmany translations
can you fina for your List?

Mawny of the signs we use
every day could also cause
problems for them.

Redesign clear graphics
for the 10 wost important
signs that they will need to
understand.  Remember,
you can't use words, only
your imaginations.

if they did understand
English, thew local phrases
wmight also be a problem.

Make a list of 20 phrases
that ave Local to your area
that others might struggle
to wnderstand. Provide a
clear explanation of what
theg mean, perhaps
neluding an illustration.

You might need to use an
extra space for your ideas.

0O 09090000000 O O C

CAN YOU UNDERSTAND ME?... © ©
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Bveryone loves to join
n, espcciaLLg with
games. However, it
can be diffieult to
understand the rules

of specific games.

In growps, create an
tllustrated — wmanual
for your favourite
pLaggrouwd game;
owne that a bog would
enjoy and one that a
girl would enjoy.

This will help them to
joiw n immediatel,g.

How could you adapt
the rules if the new
arrival has a
disability?

000000000000
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ACTIVITY &: JOINING IN

YowLL ENJOY THIS gAME... © ©

HOW TO.... be friendly (five tips)

&000000000’)00’
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Think carefully
about how you can be
friendly to someone
that you dont know
or dont kwnow very
well.

what sort of things
coula you say and
do?

Arve there things that
definitely shouldn't
be dowe or saiol?

How would you make
someone feel accepted
ano welcomed?

Use the page opposite

for you five best HOW
TO tips.

2 N
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ACTIVITY &6: ANGER

Columba became angry when he was ordered to return the copy of the book and his anger
encouraged him to make poor choices and this caused a Lot of misery. You can use this link to
reao about it.

https://ccea.org.uk/colmetlle/docs/epubs/english/the_gquarrel at wmovilla.pdf

Anger is a really powerful emotion and can rob us of the ability to think clearly and act sensibly.

can you describe what it is like to be angry? Does it have a taste or a colowr? How does it make

your body feel?

Anger is Like an illness. it has symptoms. tf You went to the doctor and told her that you thought
you were suffering from anger; what symptoms do you think she might find when she
examined You or spoke to You? Mark the four most common symptoms on the shape below.

Dotxes.com

ANGER SYMPTOM CHART
(FOUR COMMON SIGNS OF ANGER)

000000000000 ¢

 PRESCRIPTION:  F hen the doctor has

finished her examination,
she  will usually give

lifestyle advice and/or

wedication to help deal
with the symptoms.

what wight she prescribe
for ANgER? If she

suggested three things to
do, what might they be?
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There was a very serious
disagreement between the
king and the bards /
poets. The bards had an
mportant role in society
and the king was angry
that they were misusing
their position. The king
was also a Christian and
the bards were pagans.
This did not help either as
both sides disliked each
other. The Ring was
threatening to exile all of
them

A great convention was
to be held at Druwm Cett to
dectoe what could be done
to resolve the
disagreement and the
bards wrote to Columba to
plead with him to help
them find a solution.
columba was a
Christian; however, he
was also a bard and he
knew that wost of the
bards were gooodl
honourable men.

what arguments oo you
think the bards wsed to
persuade  Columba  to
come and defend them?

Make a copy of the Letter
they sent to him. n order
to Lmpress him, they
hired a scribe to write the
letter using a lot of
colourful decoration.

Use this link to help you
find examples of what the
writing — wmight  have
Looked Like.

https://ceea.org.uk/colm
ctlle/teachers/resources/t

naex.php
4
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ACTIVITY 7 WE NEED YOU

Y| Bearsrorion coLumma..
¢ GREETINGS....

0

0

0

0
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n order to keep his
promise, never to see
treland again,
columba wore a
hood  durtng his
visit to the
convention. His
monks  had  to
describe everything
that he wanted to see
for hime.

This  was very
tiring  for thewm.
can you help them?

Choose a favourite
scene from  Your
howeplace that you
think Columba
would like to ‘see’
and wmake a short
recording of
yourself describing
it.

To check how clear
Your description is,
transeribe it and
give it to someone
who is not familiar
with what you are
deseribing and ask
them to draw it
using only your
description to guide
them.

Do Yow recognise
thelr picture of Your
scene?

Aras Cholmcille

O O O 0O OO OO OO O O C

W

¢

colmeille: 521-597

1500 Anniversary Year

ACTIVITY 8: YES, | CAN SEE IT

ROTHER COLUMBA...

CAN SEFE....

RESOLUTION

2 N
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ACTIVITY 9: SORRY! YOU HAVE TO GO

The king and the bards found it difficult to tolerate each other. The king was Christian and he wanted
the bards to become Christian too. He distrusted them because they were pagans.

The bards, were happy to remain pagan and felt unfairly treated because the Christians had taken

control of everything, whereas the pagans had Lived there for centuries.

Columba was a Christian and a bard. He recognised that there were many who were honourable in
both groups and he came to Drum Cett to help thewm recognise and tolerate the decency in each other.

You can read the story of Drum Cett from this link;

https://ccea.org.uk/colmetlle/docs/epubs/english/the_convention of druim cett.pdf

To help the
Christtans  and
the pagans
understand  how
to tolerate each
other,  Ccolumba
asked them to
complete a few
simple  exercises
n thelr groups
during thetr
daily sessions.

Perhaps You
might like to try
one of them?

n a small growp,
dectde on
something  that
You don't really
like;  something
that  you find
diffieult to
tolerate. tt could be
a place 3014’0!
rather wever visit
again or a team
that you'd prefer
to do your
homework rather
than wateh

playing.

Now create awn
tlustrated Leaflet
to congratulate,
applawd them and
sing their praises.

can you do it? ©
j’
L \@J
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L REALLY AMAZING...

(N SEE NOW HOW qOOD THEY ARFE.
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ACTIVITY 10: THANK YOU COLUMBA

The Drum Cett convention has been a success. The Ring and the bards have been reconciled.
There will be no exiles after all.

The bards write to Columba o lona to thank him for his help and because they are all poets, they
decide that they will send their appreciation as a poem.

one of the bards, who is just back from a holiday in japawn tells the others about a new type of
poenm he saw there. It's called HAIKU. It has 17 syllables writtew o three Lines. The first line has
5 syllables and will say something about Columba, the second line has 7 syllables and can
speak about the argument and the final line has 5 syllables and will describe their new
agreement. Everyone thinks it's a great idea. (youw can choose othgrsubjeats for the lines)

Make a copy of the poem they sent to Columba. You can decorate it with some illuminated Letters
if you like. This link will give you some useful information on HAIKU poems.

https://www.poetry4kids.com/Lessons/how-to-write-a-hatku/

This Link will show you some examples of illuminated Letters that you can use.

https://ccea.org.uk/colmetlle/teachers/image bank/tndex php

Aras C mcille

; BROTHER COLUMBA...

© Thank yow....
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Saint Columba

Themes from his Life and legacy

These activities are based on a series of themes relating to the Life and contribution of
Columba, who was also known as Colmeille. Pue to the disruptive lockdown cireumstances
prevailing, the activities are desigwned to be used either in the classroom or from home with
parental support.

we hope that some of you will take the opportunity to initiate a collaboration with
participating schools to engage on a distance / remote learning approach to the activities.
We appreciate that not every school intending to participate will have a distinct Columba
association with their schools or areas, so we have broadened the scope of the activities to
facilitate meaningful participation from every school.

© CCEA 2021: Reproduced with permission of the Northern Ireland Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment
and the Nerve Centre

STORIES
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lt is 1500 Years since Columba
was borm. That ts almost 50
generations or during the time
that your GREAT (X 49
greats)  GRANDPARENTS
were alive.

This wmeans that some of the
information we have gathered
on Columba has come from the
stories that have been passed
down to us and these may wnot
be completely accurate.

However, these stories are
really entertaining and add
colour to the story of Columba,
Just in the same way that the
tluminated — letters  that
columba included in his
writing, adoed excitement ana
tone to the wmeaning of the
passages he was writing.

You cawn read three interesting
stories about columba from
this Link:

https://colmctlle.net/colmellle
-1500/colmctlle-stories/three-
colmetlle-stortes/

STORIES ) N
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ACTIVITY 1: PREDICTION

There are many stories told about Columba’s ability to ook into the future and then describe what
was going to happew. It was an amazing gift. tt was said that he predicted the trish Famine.

owne of his predictions, “n both North and South, iron wheels shall support fiery chariots.” |s a
puzzling prediction, but if you think carefully of the image he is deseribing thew Yyou should be able
to solve the puzzle?

ownce Columba came across a man fishing on Gartan Lake and asked him Lf he had caught a salmon,
the man lied and denied he had caught anything. Columba said to him

U you have caught a salmon, there will never be another caught,
But, if You have not, then there will always be salmon in the lake.

To this day, not one salmon has ever been caught in the lake.

f you could Llook
into  the future,
what might you see
there  for  your
grandehiloren?

| CAN SEFE...

HOMEPLACE...

Think carefully of
some of the
bmprovements anol
benefits you think
that  they wight

em:jog.

ScHoOOU

How might their
LIFESTYLE~

* HOMEPLACE,
» scHooL,
e LIFESTYLE

WHAT | CAN DO TO MAKE THIS HAPPEN

be Lmproved?

W groups, try to
predict one
bmportant  benefit
for each area and
then explain what
you intend to do to
make sure these
benefits are
delivered.

000000000000¢
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ACTIVITY 2: SAILING AWAY

it was an early Spring morning in SE1AD, two Years after the battle at Cul Drelmne, Columba was
upset that his anger had caused the death of so many men. He had spoken to his friend Maelosa
about how sorry he was and asked his advice on what he should do. Maelosa advised him to become a
missionary and to leave ireland.

Now as the gentle waters of the River Foyle, tugged at their boat, impatient to follow the tide
downstream to the sea, Columba made his final farewells by the river bank and stepped into the boat
alongside the 12 monks who would accompany him to lona and start their new Lives as missionaries.

Mawny people had come to see him off. Some were sorry to see him Leave, however, there were others,
particularly those who had Lost sons or husbands in the battle who thought it for the best that he did
Leave and never came back.

tmagine that you are
part of a Radio Ulster
O® (outstde
broadeast) team. Youw
have been sent to report
on the departure of
columba and his
monRs.

LUNCHTIME NEWS (NOTES FOR OB REPORT)
COLUMBA LEAVES THIS MORNING

ttis a big interest story
and there are many
people across the
country who will want
to hear about what
happened.

Prepare and record a
short 1-minute report
for the lunchtime news
broadcast.

Yow'll need an exciting
headline and both facts
and opinion in your
report. Use the sheet to
gather Your wotes on
what You want to say.

00000000 0C¢

The facts will come
from your own
observations and the
opinion will be from the
people You interview on
the riverbank.
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ACTIVITY 2: LOCH NESS

The story of Columba’s encounter with the loch Ness monster is one of the best known of the Columban
stories. You can read an exciting and colourful version of it here:

https://ccea.org.uk/colmeille/docs/epubs/enalish/the Loch_ness mownster.pof

Sowmetimes, however, this type of story is not meant to be read Literally as if it actually happened. ttis a
METAPHOR instead. The story is trying to tell us something else. If this is so, here, in this story, then
who was the monster? What was Columba trying to say? Perhaps he is trying to explain that his monster
was really his own anger and that he had to be strong to defeat it?

Bvery one of us faces this type of monster at some time; an impulse that tries to encourage us to benave
in ways that don't show us being the best we can be.

Have you ever faced such a monster? Did You recognise it? How did you defeat it and send it on its way?

w this activity, there arve two
responses that Yow can choose
to try. THE MONSTER
1. Think carefully about
some of the monsters that
You have come across and
then sent packing. Your
monster could be ANGER
like columba or perhaps
LAZINESS. Create a
short story to explain how

You wet, recognised and
thew defeated them. write
your story with yourself
as the HERO. Use your
magination to create an
entertaining story.
OR

2. tmagine what happens
whewn the mownster returns
home and his mum asks
him what he was doing.
Create the explanation that
he gave to his mum. what
was his reaction to the
encounter with Columba?
How did he try to explain
what happened and what
he was dolng? what do
you think his wmwm’s
reaction was? Make the
story a comie one

9000000000C¢C
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ACTIVITY 4: WELL, WELL, WELL.

The story of Columba’s well is a very interesting story. You can read the story from this Link:

https://ccea.org.uk/colmeille/docs/epubs/enalish/well of st_columba.pdf

When a new baby is born, every parent wants to welcome the new child into their family. There is
usually a ceremony. All the family ave invited to celebrate the new arrival and a name is given to
them. Christians call this ceremony BAPTISM. Other families may call it a NAMING

Ceremony.

Ask at home about Your BAPTISM / NAMING day. You will have been given your name during
that day to introduce You to all you relatives and friends. Your name is really bmportant to you.

@Rﬂ—f NAME CARD

~

During his life, Columba
had a number of different
names.

As a child he was called
CRIOMHTHANN  which
wmeans fox. Later he was

called columba which
means dove tn Latin ano
sometimes he was called

colm or Colmeille which
tn trish weans dove of the
church. tn Scotland /
Alba  he was  called
columblketlle

Create Your own naming
card for yourself. what
information can you find

out about your name?

(s it an bmportant name
n your famiLg? DL

anyone have that wawe
before you?

990000060000

Whg was the name chosen

for you?

2

Use tlluminated Letters to
make your naming card
spea’caauLar.

2

You can find some examples of illuminated seript from this link...

https://ccea.org.uk/colmeille/teachers/image_bank/index.php

F%g DM

STORIES

Aras Cholmcille




@ Colmecille: 521-597
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AC'FIV!TY 5: WHAT WOouUulLD YOH. pO?

The story of how Columba helped the gambler and the pauper is a very unusual story. It is a story that
his monks found difficult to understand. You can read the story from this link:

https://ccea.org.uk/colmeille/docs/epubs/enalish/the prince_and_the pauper.paf

Today, there s so much poverty in the world and even in our own homeplace, people need help. It can
be difficult to decioe on the best way to help people.

Mawny people believe that it is better to help others by giving them a ‘HAND UP’ rather than giving
them a ‘HAND OUT". This means that it is better to give someone a skill or a job to allow thew then to
take care of themselves.

Most people will dream at

HAND OUT OR. HAND UP: some time of what they

might do if they won a
PLANS AND PRIORITIES L
arge amount of money.
(how to spend the mowney to
bring bewefit to the most people?)

n groups, you have been
given the responsibility
to decide how a large
Lottery fund is to be
spent on Your howmeplace.

You could have a really
big party, but the next
week everyone would still
be in the same position or
you could dectoe how best
the money could be wsed
to change people’s lives
for a much Longer time.

Think  carefully about
what is needed to change
your homeplace for people
who might be
struggling.  Will  you
give them a HAND OUT
or a HAND UP?

0000000 00C¢
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You have to prepare a plan
for the Lottery fund
before they release any
money to you. Use the
space to create Your plan
of priorities and projects
to Lmprove your
howmeplace for everyone.
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ACTIVITY &: FISHING

what should we do when we see someone who needs help, has always beew a problem? Of course, we
shoulad do our best to help, however, what is the best way to help Ls not always clear and this can cause

confusion.
Aw old saying, some people believe is Chinese gives some good advice:

GIVE A MAN A FISH AND YOU FEED HIM FOR THE DAY
TEACH A MAN TO FISH AND YOU FEED HIM FOR A LIFETIME.

Use the space below to create a wmotivation poster using this saying that will encourage people to think
of helping others in more effective and imaginative ways.
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